
 

 

First Presbyterian Church  Pastor Wayne Waibel 

219 West Main St.  email:  wdwaibel@aol.com 

Belle Plaine, Mn.  56011  cell:  612.750.3443              

Email:  fpcbelleplaine@frontiernet.net    Church Website:  www.fpcbp.org 

Phone (952) 873-2966  Worship Service:  Sunday, 10:30 am 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HORUS: 

                                                               Wednesday:                  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

                                                               Friday:                          9:00 am –  12:00 pm 
  

 

                                                                 OCTOBER  2025 
                                                               

 

WELCOME 

 

 

 
 

 
 
“Behold, I make all things new.”  This verse from Revelation 21:5 has always resonated with me in a 
very familiar and thrilling manner.  When I hear our Lord say this phrase it is issued with tenderness 
and confidence.  The words are clear, and triumphant – overflowing with hope, and peace, and joy.  
Epic joy. 
 

Conversely, this time of year tends to bear down on us with winter preps, holiday plannings, seasonal 
adjustments, etc., etc., etc...  While the beauty of creation abounds with the autumnal shift, there is 
also an abiding sense of pressure, maybe even gloom with the impending demands of the frigid 
north. 
 
It is in these moments when we are allowed to truly feel the thin places in our lives.  Those places 
where the veil between our current reality and the kingdom of God is almost transparent – we can 
almost see right through to it.  You know – the thin places. 

************************************************************* 

 

FIRST   PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH   NEWS 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

Welcome, Learn, Serve 

We welcome persons to faith in Jesus Christ; 

Learning together to live that faith in the real world; 

Serving God Together. 

 

PRACTICING   FAITHFULNESS   IN   ALL   SEASONS!! 

 

*********************************************************** 
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Like watching a grandchild discover their fingers, or a fond memory that is all but relived in its clarity.  
If we give ourselves half a chance – I suspect these moments occupy every single day in some form 
– we just have to slow down enough to notice them. 
 
Perhaps the time has come to step back – relax – take a cleansing breath, let your world dial back on 
the insane pace, rigorous demands, and impossible standards.  There’s a reason we need to not only 
remember the Sabbath, but keep it holy – that Revelation 21:5 may prevail. 
Peace. 

Always. 

Pastor Wayne 
 

Office  hours: 
Pastor Waibel is in the office on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 am – 11:30 am 
He can be reached anytime on his cell phone 612-750-3443. 
 

LuAnn Dahn (secretary) -Wednesday and Friday mornings. 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

 

Clergy Meeting 

Pastor Wayne attends clergy meetings monthly.  If there is anything you would like him to bring up to 
discuss with the other clergy in the area, please let him know. 
 

Prayers 

Marilyn Johnson, Denise Johnson, Karen Wakup, Nikki Bartholomew Leona Fabel, Brian Stolt 
Katy Keohen, Gladys Oberstar, Earl Tiegs, Randy Baumgard (Denise’s brother).  
Victims of violence; Leaders; Those hard to love, gratitude for our friends,  
family, and community. 
 
         

LEARN 
 
 

 Coffee hour   Please join us in the fellowship hall on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am  
 prior to worship service for coffee and fellowship.  
 
 
 

FPC Church Website – Check it out – www.fpcbp.org 
 
Reminder – If you are unable to attend a service at the church on Sunday mornings,  
Pastor Wayne is recording a message each week.   
 
                  

 

http://www.fpcbp.org/


SERVE 
       

  

                     Our Monthly OFFERINGS    August & September, 2025 
      
     August 3     19 $  685.00     September 7      26      $  862.00 
     August 10     15   $  745.00     September 14    23      $5575.00 
     August 17     18 $  490.00     September 21    14      $  430.00 
     August 24    22 $  470.00                                                  September 28    12      $  295.00        
     August 31    17 $  590.00             
                         
         Total Attendance    91    Total Attendance  75 
         Total August Offerings   $2890.00                       Total September  Offerings  $7162.00  
                                                        9/14 includes $5000 from New Covenant Funds  
                                                                                                

*A detailed copy of the financial report is available in the church office. 
                                         For more information, contact a Session member. 

 

                             
     Meals On Wheels 
                  First Presbyterian Church will be serving Meals on Wheels –  

                       Monday-Friday, September 29th – October 3rd and October 27th – October 31st.   
                      Thank you for your ministry in serving those in need.  
                        Meals on Wheels coordinator and contact is Susan Volek  at–  507-381-2028 
 
 
 

                               
 

                                                        OCTOBER  LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS:   
 
Deacon-        Worship Leaders  
September 7   Dick Coleman     September 7    Dick Coleman 
September 14  Walt Lehtinen     September 14  Helen Lehtinen 
September 21  Dick Coleman     September 21   Pastor Wayne Waibel 
September 28  Marilyn Johnson     September 28   Pam Pint 
 
 
          
Greeters                    
September 7   Dick & Tammie Coleman 
September 14  Walt & Helen Lehtinen 
September 21  Marilyn McSweeney 
September 28  Jim & Carol Schmidt 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child – 
We are getting ready to pack boxes for OCC.  We are in need of children’s underwear,  
both boys and girls – all sizes.  Please contact Felicia Bohlman for any additional information. 
 

 
 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church Annual Meeting –  
Will be held on Sunday, October 12th in the Sanctuary of the church following our Worship Service 
for the purposes of conducting the business of the Congregation and the Corporation of the church as 
set forth in the Book of Order and in the By-Laws of the congregation. 
 

The presence of all active members of the congregation is requested. 
 
 
 
 

Special First Presbyterian Event Coming: 
We are planning a French Toast Breakfast – to be held on Sunday, October 26th from 
8:00 am – 1:00 pm .  More information to follow. 
 
 
 

     A revised phone directory including all old and new members is now available.  
 A copy has been emailed to members on the mailing list.  If you would like a printable copy of the 
directory or if you need a printed copy, please e contact the church secretary 
   

 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN OCTOBER  BIRTHDAY’S: 
 

Happy Birthday to:  Marilyn McSweeney, Walt Lehtinen, Donald Kowalke, Mark Hodapp, and 
Cassandra Stolt 
 
**Please note:  If you, or someone you know is having a birthday or anniversary, please let us know 
so that we may observe it in our newsletter.  Please call the church office at 952-873-2966. 
 



 
 
October  Lectionary - 2025 
 
10-5-2025 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 137 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 
10-12-2025 – 18th  Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 66;1-13 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
 
10-19-2025 – 19th  Sunday after Pentecost                       
Psalm 119:97-104       
Jeremiah 31:27-34                 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5            
Luke 18:1-8             

 
10-26-2025 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 65 
Joel 2:23-32 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
                                                                   + + + + + + +                
 
 

 

Though Halloween and Reformation Day seem unrelated, they are historically connected. On October 
31, 1517—what we now observe as Reformation Day—Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
church door in Wittenberg, challenging corrupt practices in the Catholic Church and sparking the 
Protestant Reformation. At the time, October 31 was observed as All Hallows’ Eve, the night before 
All Saints’ Day. Luther intentionally chose this date, knowing many people would be attending church, 
ensuring his theses would be seen. While Halloween has become a secular and often spiritually 
confusing holiday, Reformation Day reminds Christians to return to Scripture alone, grace alone, and 
faith alone—the foundation of true spiritual freedom. 

https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/what-is-catholicism.html


 
 

The concurrence of Reformation Day and Halloween on October 31 is rooted in a deliberate and 

historical connection, not a coincidence. The juxtaposition of these holidays, one celebrating a pivotal 

moment in Christian history and the other with pagan origins, has led to varying interpretations and 

responses among Christians.  

The historical connection 

Martin Luther intentionally chose October 31, 1517, to post his Ninety-Five Theses on the door of the 

Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, because of the religious significance of the date.  

• All Hallows' Eve: October 31 is All Hallows' Eve, the evening before All Saints' Day (All 

Hallows' Day), which falls on November 1. All Saints' Day was a Catholic feast day dedicated to 

honoring saints and martyrs. 

• A Captive Audience: Luther knew that the church would be crowded with worshippers on All 

Saints' Day who had come to see the church's extensive collection of relics. He strategically selected 

the eve of this day to maximize the audience for his protest against the church's practice of selling 

indulgences. 

• The sale of indulgences: Luther's protest directly challenged the church's sale of 

indulgences, which were papers meant to reduce a soul's time in purgatory. The focus on 

indulgences and saints' relics created a stark contrast with Luther's message of salvation through 

faith alone.  


