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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWS

Our Mission Statement:
Welcome, Learn, Serve
We welcome persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
Learning together to live that faith in the real world;
Serving God Together.

PRACTICING FAITHFULNESS IN ALL SEASONS!!
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First Presbyterian Church Pastor Wayne Waibel
219 West Main St. email: wdwaibel@aol.com
Belle Plaine, Mn. 56011 cell: 612.750.3443
Email: fpcbelleplaine@frontiernet.net Church Website: www.fpcbp.org
Phone (952) 873-2966 Worship Service: Sunday, 10:30 am
CHURCH OFFICE HORUS:
Wednesday: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

NOVEMBER 2025

WELCOME

'ﬂ‘ )‘ Jord From

ﬁ}'é;ﬁ'!‘he Pastor

You can just feel it in the air. The approaching vision is a conglomeration of excitement, wonder and
winter. None of those three are even remotely predictable, so one could say, “Adventure awaits!”

| know the prevailing attitude toward winter could be categorized as defensive in nature. Apart from
folks invested in winter sports, we all look upon winter as a thing to endure at best — survive at worst.

It's a tough time of year for many of us to look forward to.

And that’'s where wonder and excitement come into play. One of the many gifts this community of
faith has is its undeniable ability to manufacture wonder and excitement out of dreariness and
despair.

It's part cultural — this is a uniquely Midwestern trait. But that only gets you so far. What propels you
folks over the top is your righteous fortitude and honest gratitude. You are a most grateful group of
people.
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The recent French toast event is just the latest example of precisely that kind of dynamic. Every
single person that set foot in this place left with a renewed sense of community because they were
made to feel welcome.

When you are made to feel welcome, an entire vista of positive emotions has the potential of
grabbing hold of you. Happiness — delight — marvel — the joy of remembering — the promise of a
bright future — the quiet assurance of a dream realized.

You good people embraced your community to a level that left each of them wanting to do this again.
| can speak with authority on that. The comment | both heard and mostly OVERheard was, “You
guys should do this more often — that was so much fun!”

We may not have an event every Sunday that includes French toast, but we most certainly embrace
our little piece of the planet with an equal measure of love and attention. So — let loose the winds of
winter — we got this.

Peace.
Always.
Pastor Wayne

Office hours:
Pastor Waibel is in the office on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 am — 11:30 am
He can be reached anytime on his cell phone 612-750-3443.

LuAnn Dahn (secretary) -Wednesday and Friday mornings. 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Clergy Meeting

Pastor Wayne attends clergy meetings monthly. If there is anything you would like him to bring up to
discuss with the other clergy in the area, please let him know.

Prayers

Marilyn Johnson, Denise Johnson, Karen Wakup, Nikki Bartholomew Leona Fabel, Brian Stolt
Katy Keohen, Gladys Oberstar, Earl Tiegs, Randy Baumgard (Denise’s brother).
Victims of violence; Leaders; Those hard to love, gratitude for our friends,
family, and community.

LEARN

Coffee hour Please join us in the fellowship hall on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am
prior to worship service for coffee and fellowship.

CHECK our our
[ ]

L=\
weBsiter ‘FPC Church Website — Check it out — www.fpcbp.org

Reminder — If you are unable to attend a service at the church on Sunday mornings,
Pastor Wayne is recording a message each week.


http://www.fpcbp.org/

SERVE

Our Monthly OFFERINGS September & October, 2025

September7 26 $ 862.00 October 5 19 $695.00
September 14 23  $5575.00 October 12 21 $625.00
September 21 14  $ 430.00 October 19 24  $560.00

September28 12 $ 395.00 October 26  No church Fr.Tst Bfst.

Total Attendance 75 Total Attendance 64
Total September Offerings $7262.00 Total October Offerings $1880.00
9/14 includes $5000 from New Covenant Funds

*A detailed copy of the financial report is available in the church office.
For more information, contact a Session member.

, Meals On Wheels
First Presbyterian Church will be serving Meals on Wheels —
Monday-Friday, November 24th through November 28th
Thank you for your ministry in serving those in need.
Meals on Wheels coordinator and contact is Susan Volek at— 507-381-2028

NOVEMBER LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS:

Deacon-

November 2 Dick Coleman
November 9  Walt Lehtinen
November 16 Don Kowalke
November 23  Marilyn Johnson
November 30 Wally Velishek

Greeters

November 2 Dick & Tammie Coleman
November 9 Walt & Helen Lehtinen
November 16 Marilyn McSweeney
November 23 Jim & Carol Schmidt
November 30 (OPEN)

Worship Leaders

November 2  Dick Coleman
November 9 Helen Lehtinen
November 16 JoEllen Kowalke
November 23 Pam Pint

November 30 Pastor Wayne Waibel




A congregational church meeting was held on Sunday, October 12th following
the 10:30 worship service. Minutes from the meeting will follow by email
within the next few weeks and in our December Newsletter.

REMINDER - Daylight savings time ends on Sunday November 2nd
Set your clocks back one hour Saturday night

Operation
hristmas

Child We will be packing 25 packages for Operation Christmas Child.

This project has been led by Felica Sellnow. Thanks Felica for all your
work on this special program.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

An Ecumenical Community Thanksgiving Service, sponsored by the congregations of the churches in
the Belle Plaine area will be hosted by The River Rock Church on Monday, November 24th

at 7:00 pm. Following the service, refreshments will be served. The community is welcomed and
invited to attend.

The Thanksgiving Worship is also intended to remember the needs of others.

In this regard, people are encouraged to bring two kinds of offerings with them to the church. One is
an offering of nonperishable food items to be donated to a local food shelf. Food shelves in our area
have made it known that the need is great, and so a generous response would be welcome.

The second offering goes to support the local “Good Samaritan Fund,” supported by the participating
churches, that provides help for transient people in our area. Again, a generous offering of support
for this ministry is needed and welcome.



First Presbyterian Church was host to a French Toast Breakfast Fundraising Breakfast on Sunday,
October 26th — More information will follow in upcoming bulletins and December Newsletter.
Thanks to all who helped with this special event for our church.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S:

Happy Birthday to: Tammie Coleman, Helen Lehtinen, Brian Stolt, Glen Schultz, Trenton Edberg
and Mary Pat Munson.

**Please note: If you, or someone you know is having a birthday or anniversary, please let us know
so that we may observe it in our newsletter. Please call the church office at 952-873-2966.

November Lectionary - 2025

11-2-2025 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:137-144

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

Luke 19:1-10

11-9-2025 — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 98

Haggai 1:15b-29

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

Luke 20:27-38

11-16-2025 — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 12

Isaiah 65:17-25

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Luke 21:5-19

11-23-2025 — Reign of Christ
Luke 1;68-79

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Colossians 1:11-20

Luke 23:33-43

11-30-2025 — First Sunday of Advent
Psalm 122

Isaiah 2:1-5

Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 24:36-44
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All Saints' Day, which is a day to remember and honor all who have died in the
Christian faith. It is usually celebrated on the first Sunday in November, the Sunday after

Reformation Day.

REMEMBER to Vote — Tuesday November 4th Be informed!

Read up on political issues (both local and national) and figure out where you stand.
Participating in elections is one of the key freedoms of American life. Many people in countries
around the world do not have the same freedom, nor did many Americans in centuries past.
No matter what you believe or whom you support, it is important to exercise your rights.

Belle Plaine Public School Referendum is also on the ballot - voting for the future of the Belle
Plaine Public Schools.-



